
Lecture Outline: Imperfect & Preterite Verbs 
 

Imperfect Preterite 
• ongoing in the past 

• feelings in the past 

• used to happen 

• a specific time in the past (hour) 

• completed action in the past 

• beginning or end 

 

Yo iba a clase todos los lunes. 

I used to go to class every Monday. 

Fui a clase el lunes. 

I went to class on Monday. 

Mi mamá hablaba por teléfono cuando llegué en casa. 

My mom was talking on the phone when I arrived at home. 

Claudia estaba enferma ayer. 

Claudia was sick yesterday. 

Claudia se enfermó ayer. 

Claudia got sick yesterday. 

Los niños se sentían tristes porque empezó a llover. 

The children felt sad because it started to rain. 
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